




• 114 Empty Chairs

• Decorated by over 

30 schools and 

community groups

• Each one unique; 

design and 

decoration 

decision lay with 

each group and 

school.

• Map of Daventry on 

left of picture 

highlighting where 

the 114 soldiers 

lived.

• 1329 visitors over 6 

days



Empty Chairs with 

certificate and photo 

of soldier, all given 

to individual 

members of the 

public who promised 

to set their own 

empty chair at their 

table to remember a 

soldier on 

Remembrance 

Sunday 2019.



Preparation & Organisation: Invitation letter to schools and organisations



Letter & Instructions to participants

Sticker to be 

placed under 

seat for 

identification



Examples of name and 

details of the soldier 

that each chair 

represents, included in 

the Empty Chair Kits



Example of working spreadsheet showing: chair number, soldier name; allocation 

group; date of collection and return; whether it is reserved; contact details; 

communication and thank you letter to participants. 



Certificate to go with each chair, name 

of soldier to be written in calligraphy 

and signed by Mayor of Daventry

On the reverse of the certificate was a poem, 

written by a local poet who was inspired by the 

Empty Chair Project, with her permission we 

included on the certificate.



Poppy colouring in 

for young children

Poem 

commissioned 

in calligraphy 

for display
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PR & Promo: Daventry Town Council Spring Newsletter & poster with Empty Chair display dates



PR & Promo: Examples of Social Media 

prior, during & before event
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PR & Promo Prior to event: 

Press Cuttings



PR & Promo Prior to event: 

Press Cuttings



PR & 
Promo 
prior to 
event: 
Press 

Cuttings



War Memorial Service 

Sheet, promoting Empty 

chair Display below

Remembrance Sunday 

Service Booklet, 

promoting Empty Chair 

Display

The museum opened 

specially on Remembrance 

Sunday and the Empty 

Chair was promoted in the 

service booklets



PR & Promo after event 



PR & Promo after event 

Empty Chair 
Display featured 
in Daventry & 
District 
Remembers 
publication 



Thank you letter and certificate sent 

to participants

War Historian Gerry Thompson was officially thanked for 

all his work and outstanding contribution to the Empty 

Chair Project by the Mayor of Daventry.



Empty Chair Project inspiring others

A student from Daventry Hill School, took on 

the empty chair project and documented her 

progress and final result for her own school 

project.  

The student, who has autism, made a special 

visit to the museum to see her chair on display 

and we have been told that she thoroughly 

enjoyed taking part in the project.  

The school made the student star of the week 

for her work and the museum sent a certificate 

to be presented to her during school assembly.

The chair was reserved by the student who 

then presented it to the teacher who assisted 

her in the project.







Empty Chair Project inspiring others
Residents from The Wheatsheaf Court Care Home, who 
made and decorated 2 model chairs, (J.M. Pescow & J.W. 
Phillips) were inspired by the project and painted 114 
poppies to remember Daventry’s fallen.  They then 
decorated a life-size chair with the poppies, pictured on the 
left.  

This chair represents Joseph Whiting Phillips who 
worked at the Wheatsheaf when it was an Inn.   



Empty Chair Project inspiring others 

The Emergency Service Cadets took part in the 

Empty Chair project and held a Northamptonshire 

Emergency Service Cadets Awards evening after 

the Empty Chair display in December.  

The organiser had 10 ‘There But Not There 

Tommies’, to go on display at the awards evening 

and requested information on 10 WWI Soldiers 

that could be placed in front of each soldier.  

The local war historian who worked closely with 

the museum was able to help and the organisers 

sent this photo of the display to the museum and 

said they mentioned they had taken part in the 

Empty Chair Project at the awards evening. 



D
a

v
e

n
tr

y
 M

u
s
e

u
m

 e
-n

e
w

s
le

tt
e

r,
 p

ro
d

u
c
e

d
 a

ft
e

r 

c
o

lla
ti
n

g
 f
e

e
d

b
a

c
k
 o

n
lin

e
 a

n
d

 v
ia

 v
is

it
o

r’
s
 b

o
o

k

D
a

v
e

n
tr

y
 T

o
w

n
 C

o
u

n
c
il 

N
e

w
s
le

tt
e

r,
 s

e
n

t 
to

 t
h

e
 

1
5

, 
0

0
0

 D
a

v
e

n
tr

y
 r

e
s
id

e
n

ts



Facebook feedback



Emails from Members of Public in 

response to Empty chair Project



Visitor Feedback book during Empty Chair 

Display Dates – 3rd – 11th November






